Miami bottling plant reuses most of its water after adding RO system

By PETER J. HOVANEC

dding an additional reverse os-

mosis system at the outflow source

and re-routing the discharged
water back through the system sounds so
simple, it’s amazing that it isn’t done
more often. The process not only
reduces the amount of dis- %
charge greatly, but also cuts =
the water usage dras-

\eWQfe

stances, may not need to discharge huge
amounts of ‘good’ quality water to city sew-
ers and pay thousands of dollars in fees,”
Dunn said in a written statement. “The wa-
ter quality from the reuse system is so good
that the recovered water can be reused
for process water or plant utilities.”

Bill Berry, director of
operations at Beverage Cor-
poration -International, the
Miami division of Shasta

Corp., said the system has

tically.
The Water Man- SPEC
agement Group,

based in South Florida, has
done just that at Shasta Corp.’s
Miami Bottling facility; and, al- y
though the system may not be Industries
suitable for all industries, ini-
tial feedback couldn’t be bet-
ter from Shasta.

“Our client had problems exceeding its
permittable discharge limits, resulting in
thousands of dollars in fees to the Miami-
Dade Sewer Authority,” said Jeff Dunn,
Water Management Group vice president.
“We set up another reverse osmosis sys-
tem to reprocess the discharged water and
run it back to the beginning of the water
inflow system.”

Dunn said in addition to cutting dis-
charge and water usage, the process also
increased the quality of usable water. The
system is designed to recover approxi-
mately 75% of previously treated water
used in the soft drink and water bottling
process.

“We are very pleased to have the op-
portunity to demonstrate that many bever-
age bottling companies with similar circum-

looking to conserve ground-
water—this reuse system
does just that.

been online for roughly a
month and initial estimates
show the system will save
2 the plant 2 to 2.5 million gal-
lons of water per month.

“The (savings) alone
from the reduction in water
usage will pay for installa-
tion of the system well
within a year,” Berry said. “We are very
happy with the way the system is operat-
ing and how it appears to be reducing our
outbound flow.”

Berry said the amount of discharge
looks like it has been cut in half, but exact
figures would not be known until delayed
bills from the Miami-Dade Sewer Author-
ity are received.

Berry said the corporation operates 16
facilities throughout the United States and
he has alerted other plants of the process
and its potential benefits. “Although the
other plants were notified, we want to quan-
tify the results and be sure of what we have
before we make any other proposals for
the other plants.”

Dunn said in evaluating the bottling
company’s needs—reducing water usage

pu®

in Florida are

and reducing the discharge—this type of
implementation was the obvious choice.
“As far as space and cost limitations, this
new system provides the best relief for the
company,” he said. “It seemed obvious to
reroute the discharge through a process
that was both confined and relatively in-

expensive to get immediate cost-saving re-
sults.”

Dunn added that with most of Florida
looking for ways to better conserve
groundwater, the reuse system is just an-
other option for industries with that type of
need to explore.
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Engineers, Geologists, and Project Managers

* Do you need to install a remedial system?
* Do you need to excavate contaminated soils?
* Are you having trouble getting three quotes?

If the answer to any of these questions is €S, you need to call

Custom Tank & Industrial
(561) 998-1699

Remedial System Installation « UST Installation & Removal
Excavation of Contaminated Soils




